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Building visibility of Scouts with influencers

Dear Scouting friends and supporters,

Since becoming your Chief Commissioner, I’ve been working hard to raise awareness of
our amazing Movement.

My focus has been to increase our visibility with those people who are amongst the most
influential in our State. They are the people who make decisions about funding, property
and resources – the big decisions that support our long-term viability.

They include philanthropists, large businesses with a community funding culture and,
importantly, our elected representatives at local, State and Federal Governments.

It’s important we help these people recognise the value of Scouts to our local communities
in NSW. They know we exist, however they are often unaware of the depth and breadth of
our service, which contributes more than $65 million to our communities every year.

We believe Scouting is an ‘essential service’ because the skills and experiences we deliver
simply do not exist elsewhere. It provides a valuable contribution to the Australian quality of
life. We help build connections, nurture spiritual and cultural expression and enhance the
productivity and wellbeing of Australians. Not for Profit (NFP) and community based
organisations, like Scouting, help make Australia a more resilient, tolerant and skilled
society.

Today, the NFP sector encompasses over 600,000 organisations – some very large, and
others very small – employing well over one million people, which is around 10% of all
employees in Australia.

Our State and Federal governments are actively seeking ways to drive greater civic
engagement, social entrepreneurship and productivity and the NFP sector has a big role to
play.

While I know that many Scout Groups have good relationships with their local politicians,
the majority of our front-line leaders have enough on their hands delivering a great youth
program. They probably didn’t join Scouting to compete with other youth groups for
resources or to lobby decision-makers in government. That’s one of the roles our State and
Region Commissioners, Deputy Chief Commissioners, Chief Executive Officer, and I can
drive and deliver.

Last month, youth and adult representatives of our Branch visited NSW Parliament and
scarfed up over 50 Members of Parliament, across both Lower and Upper Houses. We met
with Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries, and backbenchers across all parties. It’s the
second time we’ve run this event, and it symbolises the importance of having strong ties
between Scouts and their local Members.

This year’s Scarf Up for Scouting was followed by the launch of the NSW Parliamentary
Friends of Scouting group. This group provides an opportunity for MPs to connect more
closely with us, and find ways to give support both at a State level and within their own
communities.  Together with Branch President John Price AM and Board Chair, Kerry
McGoldrick,  I hosted the foundation meeting, and we were joined by Board members,
Region Commissioners and Deputy Chief Commissioners. I believe we made a strong,
positive impression on our politicians about the importance and value of Scouting.

This initiative helped put Scouts at the front of MPs’ minds.

This was a timely event, because NSW Government launched Round XI of the Community
Building Partnership Grants on 2 September. Over the last decade, more than $7 million
has been awarded through this program to Scouts NSW and these grants have successfully
funded 634 capital works projects. You will appreciate how valuable these have been for
your Scout Groups, activity centres and major events.

The issues we discussed, and which were important to our MPs, included:

The unique challenges in our rural and regional communities, where almost half of
our Scout Groups are located.
Enabling young people living in high-density housing to get outdoors.
Bringing Scouting to the growth corridors of NSW.
Creating a culture of child safety.

Child Safety

This final theme is one that I’ve been heavily involved in supporting. It’s critical that we
demonstrate to decision-makers that child safety is at the heart of our Movement.

I was recently invited to deliver a speech to the National Forum on Child Safe Institutions,
convened by National Children’s Commissioner.

I described the work we’ve been doing across our State, including the establishment of a
network of Youth Safe Advocates to ensure we meet everyone’s expectations about
protecting the safety and wellbeing of young people while they’re at Scouts. 

I explained how we have worked diligently to restore the confidence of the community
following the Royal Commission. My sense from the reaction of the audience was that
we’ve already come a long way to restoring the public’s confidence. In fact, many of those
attending the discussion were keen to learn from our experiences.

I also had the privilege of delivering an address to the Defence Youth Safety Forum to
share the experiences of our journey since the Royal Commission, towards a child safe
institution.  

Through these initiatives, my aim is to help drive a higher level of appreciation for the
amazing work each one of our adult volunteers achieves as a member of Scouts NSW.

If we want to keep growing our wonderful Movement, and enable more young people to
experience the benefits of Scouting, we need our politicians to value us, believe in us and
provide us with the opportunity to benefit from a fair share of NFP funds.

I hope these actions will go some way to helping deliver our long-term success,

Yours in Scouting,

Neville Tomkins OAM JP
Chief Commissioner
Scouts Australia (NSW Branch)

Child Safety in Scouting

Scouts Australia NSW is committed to operating as a child safe organisation and implementing child safe

policies and practices in accordance with the elements of a child safe institution outlined by the Royal

Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse report entitled Creating Child Safe

Institutions.

 

Remember

All suspicions, concerns or allegations about criminal matters or child protection matters should be reported

directly to the Chief Commissioner, the Deputy Chief Commissioner (Youth Safety, Compliance and

Support), the CEO or the Child Protection Officer at the NSW State Office.

To make a report use the online child protection form, call 02 9735 9000 or email

childprotection@nsw.scouts.com.au.

 

Imminent Danger

If a young person is in imminent danger, the matter should be reported directly and immediately to NSW

Police on 131 444.

Where a report is made to the police, you should also subsequently notify the NSW State Office.
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