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Dear Scouts Family,
 
These last two months in NSW have been a challenging time for everyone, including the
Scouts community. As Chief Commissioner, I want to now reach out to you to update you on
how Scouts is approaching these challenges, opportunities that are available to members
and how we plan to come out of lockdown in due course ready for new adventures and
experiences.
 

COVID Update
 
Rolling lockdowns and restrictions, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, have resulted in
changes to how Scouts can operate, but we remain as committed as ever to providing the
Scouts Program and experience to our members. We know that participating in Scouts
equips youth with skills, resilience and support that will assist them through these present
circumstances.
Many Groups are running virtual Scout Halls, using their ingenuity, engaging with youth
members and running a Program that keeps everyone engaged. Please reach out to your
Group Leader if you are not sure what is currently available.
 

Scouting@Home
 
Last year, during the first lockdown, Scouts NSW launched Scouting@Home on our website
with ideas and resources for virtual Scouting. These resources are available for parents
here and we are keen to add more items. If you have a great idea, please send it through
to us here.
 

Scouts Quest
 
Our friends at Scouts Victoria run a virtual program called Scouts Quest, which is a mix of
activities (which again can be done through virtual Scouts meetings or at home) and regular
Webinars. There is an archive of past ones here, whilst you can also see upcoming events
(which they are regularly adding to) here.
 

Global Scouting
 
The 42nd World Scout Conference is coming up next week and will be the first fully virtual
conference. Whilst it is by registration only, there will be a number of sessions Live
Streamed on the Conference Facebook Page - you can see more here.
 
Be sure to tune in at 9:45pm AEST on Wednesday 25th August for the Opening Session
and Sunday 29th August for the Closing Ceremony.
 

Live Event – Tues. 24th August
 
Next week, Scouts is delighted to host a Live Streaming event. Called The Last Great First,
this event, on Tuesday 24th August at 6.30pm, will feature two amazing adventurers who
are planning to be the first to complete an unsupported coast to coast ski crossing of
Antarctica. The Last Great First is an expedition of epic proportions and literally The Last...
Great… First in adventurous exploration.
 
The intrepid expeditioners, Gareth and Richard (and their expedition Chair, Mark), have
partnered with Scouts Australia and will be using their trip to promote the goals and ideals
of Scouting – how everyone can be inspired to reach for their aspirations.
 
The trip will take place from November 2022 to February 2023, and we are very excited
that they will be launching their partnership with Scouts in this special LIVE event. Come
and listen to why they want to walk for over 110 days through some of the world’s most
inhospitable terrain over 2,600kms, whilst dragging all their supplies behind them. Be
inspired by their vision, awed by the challenge, and get involved now in following their
journey. Scouts will be running many joint events and challenges with the pair over the next
12 months, following this launch.
 
The LIVE event is open to everyone and will include a Q & A so you can find out more.
You can join in on either:

Facebook
YouTube

Getting Ready
 
NSW will come out of lockdown, and Scouts will resume normal meetings and activities as
soon as the NSW Health advice permits. This may be progressive through the state, but
your Group Leader will update you. Scouts NSW has detailed COVID-safe practices which
will be followed including mandatory QR code check-in at Scout Halls.
 
We look forward to summer activities that might include use of Scout campsites and the
three State Scout Activity Centres. Alpine AC in Jindabyne offers a gateway to the Snowies
in Summer, whilst the outdoor adventure opportunities at Cataract AC includes the water
slide and Challenge Valley. Baden-Powell AC in Pennant Hills is a great base for exploring
Sydney as the city comes back to life. I encourage members to plan ahead for where they
want Scouting to take them later in the year.
 
Finally, I know families are facing many stresses during this time. Scouts is determined to
be ready and able to provide young people with the opportunities and experiences that will
enhance their lives in the future. But we are mindful that this is a difficult time for many. If
continuing in Scouts is presenting financial difficulties for your family, we have a Family
Support Fund that I would encourage you to look at and please reach out.
 
We also encourage you to connect to others in our bigger Scout family to see how they are
coping during these extraordinary times. It is a good time to be gentle and compassionate
with each other.
 
Together, our Scouting community will come through these challenges and I know Scouts
NSW will thrive into the future.
 
Yours in Scouting,

Neville Tomkins OAM JP
Chief Commissioner
Scouts Australia (NSW Branch)

Child Safety in Scouting

Scouts Australia NSW is committed to operating as a child safe organisation and implementing child safe

policies and practices in accordance with the elements of a child safe institution outlined by the Royal

Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse report entitled Creating Child Safe

Institutions.

 

Remember

All suspicions, concerns or allegations about criminal matters or child protection matters should be reported

directly to the Chief Commissioner, the Deputy Chief Commissioner (Youth Safety, Compliance and

Support), the CEO or the Child Protection Officer at the NSW State Office.

To make a report use the online child protection form, call 02 9735 9000 or email

childprotection@nsw.scouts.com.au.

 

Imminent Danger

If a young person is in imminent danger, the matter should be reported directly and immediately to NSW

Police on 131 444.

Where a report is made to the police, you should also subsequently notify the NSW State Office.
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